
National Hispanic Heritage Month traditionally honors the cultures and contributions of both
Hispanic and Latino Americans as we celebrate heritage rooted in all Latin American
countries.

Facts about Hispanic Americans
● The U.S. Hispanic population reached 62.1 million in 2020, up from 50.5 million

in 2010.
● The number of Latinos who say they are multiracial has increased dramatically.
● Hispanics have become the largest racial or ethnic group in California.
● Three states saw their Hispanic populations increase by more than 1 million from

2010 to 2020.
○ Texas (+2.0 million)
○ California (+1.6 million)
○ Florida (+1.5 million)

● North and South Dakota have seen the fastest growth in their Hispanic
populations since 2010.

● The share of U.S. Hispanics with college experience has increased since 2010.
● People of Mexican origin accounted for nearly 62% (about 37.2 million) of the

nation’s overall Hispanic population as of 2019.
○ Those of Puerto Rican origin are the next largest group, at 5.8 million

● Four-in-five Latinos are U.S. citizens

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/09/09/key-facts-about-u-s-latino
s-for-national-hispanic-heritage-month/
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“The 2021 Hispanic Heritage Month theme invites us to celebrate Hispanic Heritage and to
reflect on how great our tomorrow can be if we hold onto our resilience and hope. It also
encourages us to reflect on all the contributions Hispanics have made in the past and will
continue to make in the future....”-Ms. Eliana De León

More Facts about why we celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month…

● Latinos advance communities across the country as small business owners,
veterans, teachers, and public servants, among many other professions.
Hispanic Heritage Month allows us to recognize their achievements and
contributions to our national story.

● “We did not cross the border, the border crossed us”
○ Out of two wars, The Mexican-American and The Spanish-American

Wars, two Treaties (The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Treaty of
Paris, respectively) gave the United States territories in the southwest and
Puerto Rico, incorporating the peoples of these areas into the United
States.

● In America today, one in four children is Hispanic



○ The House on Mango Street. is a novel by Sandra Cisneros used in
classrooms across America, the novel is about a little girl, Esperanza,
growing up Latina in Chicago and the importance of family and traditions.

● Latin Jazz is a combination of African-American and Latin rhythms first mixed
together in the 1940s

○ Jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie and Cuban percussionist Chano Pozo first
collaborated to create Afro-Cuban rhythms and jazz. New York’s
Palladium Ballroom became the hub of Latin jazz with greats such as Tito
Puente, Machito and his Afro-Cubans, and Tito Rodriguez, among others

● Day of the Dead is not Halloween
○ Celebrated on November 1 and 2, Day of the Dead remembers family and

community members that have passed.

https://latino.si.edu/learn/teaching-and-learning-resources/hispanic-heritage-month-resourc
es
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  https://nationalcouncilhepm.org/

“Humanity is going through very painful moments caused by the pandemic, but we must
remember that after the storm comes the calm. In this portrait, we can appreciate a hand
that raises the flags of Hispanics together with people of different ethnicities looking towards
a majestic rainbow that represents Hope….”-Ms. Adroma Castillo



Educational Resources

https://educationnorthwest.org/resources/latinx-heritage-month-teaching-resources-use-all-y
ear-long

Hispanic Heritage Month Activities
https://sharemylesson.com/collections/hispanic-heritage-month-activities

Resources for k-12, Lesson Plans, Activities, Printables, and Links to Additional Resources.
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-tips/hispanic-heritag
e-month

For Teachers and Parents
https://www.gpb.org/blogs/education-matters/2020/09/09/hispanic-heritage-month-resource
s-for-teachers-parents-kids

The Latino Family Literacy Project

https://www.latinoliteracy.com/how-parents-can-celebrate-hispanic-heritage-month-with-their-childr
en/


